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gone great hardships and fatigue in killing such ani-
mals,— witnessing others eating the choicest morsels
before his eyes, and constraining himself to fast
without being obliged or compelled thereto, and con-
tenting himself with a piece of bread for his sole
repast. But what surprised me still more was that a
young girl about eighteen or twenty years of age
[68] should, in imitation of her father, pass these
forty days partly fasting and always abstaining, and
ill-fed in the midst of abundance. We asked her
once whether she did not think this time very long,
and whether she did not find it very difficult to
deprive herself of the meat that she saw her compan-
ions eating. She admitted that she had, indeed,
found it somewhat difficult at first, but that had soon
passed away. On another occasion, as a good feast
was being given in their house in honor of some of
their friends, I asked her father whether he were
not tempted to taste a little of the feast— consisting
of very fine pieces of Elk meat—which was before
his eyes. He smilingly replied: ‘‘ Nikanis, at the
beginning of Lent, I put my heart under that table;
that is why my eyes see the meat in vain,—they do
not wish for any, because they no longer have any
heart. And then, should we not suffer a little as
well as the other Christians? We wish to please
God, as well as you people.” O God! who would
ever have thought that such words would issue from
the lips of a barbarian, and that such abstinence would
be practiced by a Savage who formerly gorged him-
self with human [6g] flesh! God is God, and his
kindness knoweth no bounds; it extendeth to whom-
soever pleaseth him.

Here is something more, equally astonishing: This



